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PATRICIA E. COREY 5. CHAIRMAN

Hitchcock Woods has been a constant throughout my life. I have spent seventeen
vears growing up in the Woods. This time has helped form me into the young man
I am.

—Lewis David Hunter, 2017 Celestine Eustis Essay Contest Winner

It’s been an incredible year for the Hitchcock Woods for so many reasons. Man-

aging and protecting this extraordinary natural resource (the largest urban forest in

the country, by the way) for future generations to enjoy is the primary focus of the Pat Corey moved to Aiken in
1985. Pat was instrumental in
the drafting and passing of the
Aiken Historic Preservation
Ordinance and served as

Foundation’s board of trustees and staff, and there are many exciting events to report.

In January, the Foundation and the city finally reached an historic agreement for a
shared solution to resolve the fifty-year problem of the city’s unmanaged and untreat- ;};‘e’;re ’;’:’a”n‘;i ”éeo :; ;nilssztg;: fc
ed stormwater runoff that has destroyed acres and acres of the Woods’ fragile habitat  Pat has served as a Trustee for
and ecosystem. The approved plan to address the stormwater issues in the Sand River over fwenty years
basin will be performed in phases, the first of which is expected to begin early in the first quarter of 2019. We
applaud Mayor Rick Osbon for his leadership and city council for their commitment to stop the destruction of

the Woods.

Last April, the remnants of the 1833 Charleston to Hamburg railroad track were discovered in the Woods,
which allowed the first steam-powered engine (the Best Friends Express) in the nation and, possibly, the world
to carry passengers and freight across South Carolina. This is a discovery of momentous proportions, and we
continue to work with railroad historians and the Heritage Trust Program archeologists to document and pre-
serve these precious artifacts that reflect yet another aspect of Aiken’s rich history.

When the Foundation was founded in 1939 by the Hitchcock family to preserve the Woods in perpetuity,
the gift of land to the Foundation was not accompanied by an endowment. Under the leadership of trustees Sara
McNeil, Elizabeth Carey and Treasurer Larry Byers, the Foundation has formalized its endowment policies, as
well as the protections accorded to donors to the endowment. It is our intention to grow the endowment fund
to secure the long-term financial position of the Foundation in perpetuity.

The Foundation continues to educate the public about the history, the stewardship, and the magic of the
Woods. Throughout the year we hosted dozens of public outreach programs, presentations, and tours for adults
and children. We will continue to do so to ensure that future generations will come to love the Woods the way
we do.

Finally, from October 15" to March 15™, the Woods continues to host the storied Aiken Hounds drag hunt
created by Mrs. Louise Hitchcock in the early 1900s, as well as the historic Aiken Horse Show in the Woods,
also organized by Mrs. Hitchcock for the first time in 1916.

The Woods is an astonishing natural preserve—a haven for equestrians, hikers, dog-walkers, forest-bathers,
nature-lovers, historians, and archeologists. The Foundation considers its stewardship responsibilities of the
Woods as a sacred trust. It would not be possible without the continued generosity and support of our donors.
On behalf of the board of trustees, thank you.
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The stewardship of the Hitchcock Woods is the primary focus of the Foundation;
it is both an on-going process and a challenge. I am privileged and honored to be the
steward-in-chief of this amazing urban forest.

Over the past thirty years, the Hitchcock Woods Foundation has made great

strides in its efforts to restore the Hitchcock Woods to a “forest in balance,” a natural

area that, with careful restoration, begins to resemble the long-leaf pine ecosystem .. . .. .

that once dominated the southern landscape. Woods Superintendent in June
2006. His certification in

Our program of prescribed burning of targeted stands on two to four-year rota-  firefighting and first respond-
er training strengthens our
tions not only reduces the potential for destructive wildfires, but also provides the  prescribed burn program and
enhances our ability to work
with public agencies in emer-

professionally-trained Prescribed Fire Management Team and volunteers have made gency response.

necessary soil preparation for long-leaf pine seedlings to establish and grow. Our

this transformation possible, and we owe them a great debt of gratitude.

Perhaps the greatest evidence of our progress in restoring the longleaf pine ecosystem in the Woods is the
extraordinary success of the Foundation’s re-introduction of the Red-cockaded Woodpecker (RCW), a key-
stone species in the longleaf pine ecosystem. At present, we have introduced and retained fourteen adult
RCWs, who have produced eight fledglings in the 2018 breeding season. It is so exciting to see and hear them
foraging among the pines, and we look forward to introducing more breeding pairs of RCWs in early Novem-
ber.

We also initiated a sustainable trails pilot project to re-route two significant trails that have suffered from
chronic erosion issues: the Travers Line to Doll Lane, and the installation of a new path along the trail that
runs from the Tea Cottage Path and Rabbit Valley traveling up to the Chalk Cliffs and includes a stunning
overlook of Old Robinson’s Pond Valley. In addition, the senior leadership of the Aiken Hounds and our Axe
Club volunteers have continued their good work in rehabbing the “Aiken” drag line jumps, many of which
have been in the same location for close to one hundred years.

I am also honored to work with our many state and local partners throughout the year: the South Carolina
Prescribed Fire Council, Clemson University and the annual forestry camp, USCA’s biology department, and
the Longleaf Alliance, which educates landowners about the restoration and management of the longleaf eco-

system.

Finally, my work has been made so much easier thanks to the dedication of our new Woods technician,
Mike Grabowski, who just celebrated his first-year anniversary with the Foundation.

And of course, all of the Foundation’s work in the Woods is made possible by your continued commit-
ment and financial support. On behalf of the Woods staff and the board of trustees, thank you.

As always, see you in the Woods!
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Anonymous
Elizabeth (Biz) Carey
Nancy H. Henze
Howard M. Hickey, Jr. and Linda C. Hickey
Sara and Rich McNeil
Rick Wilson and David Trachtenberg

Wo0O0DS LEGACY SOCIETY

Andrew and Gray King
Linda Knox McLean
Bill and Anne Pezzano
Lito and Gina Salatino
Joanna and David Samson
Ms. Barbara G. Uskup
Deirdre Stoker Vaillancourt

The Foundation hosted guided hikes in Hitchcock
Woods in partnership with the City of Aiken on
Earth Day. Above, Woods Superintendent, Bennett
Tucker, leads one of the groups.

A new brush truck was graciously donated and immedi-
ately put to work this past Spring.




HITCHCOCK WOODS FOUNDATION CONTRIBUTORS
CUMULATIVE GIVING FROM JULY 1, 2017 TO JUNE 30, 2018

The Hitchcock Woods Foundation works very hard to ensure that our donor information is listed correctly, however,
occasional mistakes do occur. Please contact the Foundation office at 803.642.0528 with any questions or corrections.
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael
McCormick#

Carolyn McGaughey

Nandina Home Collection

Don and Sandie Nicolaisen

James Peace

Mark Reader and Jill
Nangeroni

Mike Rubin

Manfred and Patricia Schach
von Wittenau

Tattersall Group LLC

Mr. and Mrs. William H.
Tucker#

Steve and Kathy Viele

Sarah and Jim Wildasin
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Mrs. Charles Becker*

Helen Tarnowski Boyce*

Edward Conley Braun

Cawthra Burns

Poston Family Fund of Central
Carolina Community
Foundation

Dr. Andrew Clark and Kathleen
Sullivan

Larry and Jocelyn Comegys*

Kevin and Alice Concagh
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Gifts of $500 to $999
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Mrs. Jane Crayton Davis*

Roger and Lydia Dane*
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Mr. Ernst Cvikl

Margaret Ann Davies

Richard and Ruth Davis

L. Wayne and Judy K. Day*

Thomas de Mange*

Lydia del Rossi*

Don and Ruth Develin

Downtown Aiken Coffee Club

Brian and Beth Eberhard*

Chad and Karen Elliott

Patricia Elmore

Equus Holdings LLC

Mark and Dana Ernyei

Howard and Sandy Evans

Richard and Ruth Ann Evans

Nancy Eynon

Ed and Genie Farmer

Kirkman Finlay

Greg Flach

John Foster

Fox Run Farrier Service

Ernest and Rebecca Funderburk

Steve Gaklis

James M. Gaver

Jean M. Geiger

Jacques and Diane Geitner

Tracey Glass

Julie Gomena

Cici Goodyear

Stephen and Ruth Gordy

Mary Greene

David and Catherine Griffin#

Tracey L. Griffin

Mary Groat

Mr. John Haddon

Mr. and Mrs. James E.
Hammond#

Frank and Susan Hanna

Christian and Catherine
Hersacher

Whitney Heydt

Kayla Mennetti Hitchcock

John J. Hoffmann

Bird Hoggren

Don M. Houck

Rich and Linda Izard#

R. Scott Jackson, DMD, PC

Edward and Sarah James

David and Sandra Jameson

Ginny Jelinek

Doris Johnson

William E Johnson

Wade and Gayle Jones

Priscilla Jordan

Junior Student Club

Jim and Janet Kabel

Bonny Kania

Kathryn LeDonne

Sharyn Katz

Sheila Keenan

Dr. and Mrs. James Kelly

George and Nancy Kierspe#

John and Suzi Kilgo

Mark Kingsley

Debra Knapp

Morgan Knightes

Glenn and Jean Knowles

Donald Kozma

Scot and Christy Kraeuter*

Nicholas Kuehn

Peter and Debbie LaBerge

Nancy Lambert



HITCHCOCK WOODS FOUNDATION CONTRIBUTORS

Dennia and Lila Lanier

Whitney Lassiter

Douglas Leader

Randolph M. Lee, Sr.

Randolph and Jessica Lee

Mr. Elliott Levy and Dr.
Marlene Groman

Christopher T. Linen#

Mary Jane Lock

Geraldine Lofgren

Robert E. Lofgren, DMD

Roger and Karen Loughran

Francisco Lovko

Mandy Lynch

Michael and Caren Lynch

Ciindy Marcotte

Mrs. Helen R. Marine

Mrs. Robert Matthews

Mr. and Mrs. John H. McCall

John and Leslie McCowan

Sally McCreery

Donald and Mary McDougall

Florence McElmurray

Zack and Marsy McFerren

Soren McMillan

John and Susanne Mead

Wade and Caroline Miller

Larry and Kathy Milner#

Larry and Ann Mitchell*

John and Eda Morelli

Morgan Stanley

Michael Morgan

.T{).z}_nné C, Guﬁnell

Lynn Mullins

Mark Munson

Frank and Shirlee Musick*

Mr. and Mrs. Sherry B. Myers#

Bob and Kathy Navarro

Network for Good

Michael and Leigh Norton

Sherrill Norton

Nicole Nowlin

David Nye

Carol K. O'Donnell

Juliette O'Donnell

Jim and Mary O'Hara

Arielle Ostrov

Dr. Paul and Mrs. Pattie Parks

John and Carole Paveglio#

Clare H. Payne

Cecilia S. Pellegrino

Lorian Peralta-Ramos

Stephen and Virginia Peterson

Sheryl H. Phillips

Pine Needle Garden Club

Martha Ponder

Buzz and Gretchen Pooler

Steve and Cherri Price

Mrs. Conni Y. Purciarele#

Dennis and Marcia Quinn#

Geri Rapp

Tom and Meg Rapp

Christopher and Charlotte
Reagoso

David and Carolyn Rees-Potter

Betsy Rice

Dorothy Ridley

Susan T. Rindal

Jack and Carolyn Roberts

Pamela A. Robinson#

Roger and Barbara Rollins

Les and Penny Rue

Dr. Carol F. Ruff

Debbie Salem

Tom Santay and Dr. Maria
Glinski

Joan A. Schisler*

Scrap Partners LLC

SE Nature & Forest Therapy
Consulting, LLC

Gloria and Wesley Sloan

Jann Smith

Al and Cindy Snell

Susan Sorenyi-Sander

Southern Horse Farms LLC

Dr. Joseph D. Spencer#

Gary and Helen Stapleton

Shane and Lynn Stewart

Toni L. Stilp

William S. Stuckey

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Summer

Melanie C. Taylor

Terry and Martha Fletcher

Mary Lu Thompson

Pamela and Rickie Thornton#

Anne Torreyson Magerkurth
and Win Magerkurth

Bill and Halley Townsend

Mr. and Mrs. John C.
Troutman#

Mr. and Mrs. W. Bennett
Tucker#

Jim and Laurie Underwood#

Ms. Tiiu Vainu

Chris and Carol Verenes

Vernon and Catherine Jones

Mackie J. and Frieda L.
Walker

Nannie von Stade Ward#

Greg and Christina Warfield#

Wayne and Jan Bowman

Juerg and Lynne Weber

Thomas C. Weinzierl

Bill and Sue Western#

Phillip and Dawn Wetherington

Michael and Deborah Wetzel

Missy Whitmire

Lewis and Frances Whittle

Barbara Wilson

Jeffrey and Jane Wilson

Lois Wind

Bill and Marilyn Winn

Rev. Grant and Heather
Wiseman

Louisa Woodville

Dikran and Sharon Yapoujian

Anna W. Zouck#

LIFETIME PATRONS

Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
Mrs. Paddy Ann Burns
Dr. Elizabeth Carey
Edgar T. Cato Foundation
Elizabeth Darden
David and Nancy Hathaway

Margaret Mellon Hitchcock Foundation
Robert K. Johnson Foundation
Richard and Sara McNeil
Mrs. George Ohrstrom

Joanna and David Samson

The Seymour H. Knox Foundation, Inc.
David Trachtenberg and Rick Wilson

Jesse and Connie Young



OPERATING INCOME

® Programs*

m Annual Fund

m Special Events

# Grants

* Aiken Horse Show and Festival of the Woods

# Membership Programs

m Other Contributions

OPERATING EXPENSES

= Woods Maintenance

m Programs*

% Education and Outreach
® General Management

m Special Events

Angel Award: The Hitchcock Woods Foundation is the proud recipient of the Angel Award by the SC Secretary of State, for
exemplifying efficient and effective nonprofit charitable work. To be selected as an Angel, the charity must have devoted 80 per-
cent or more of its total expenditures to charitable programs; the charity must have been in existence for three or more years; the
charity must make good use of volunteer services; the charity must receive minimal funding from grants; and the charity must be in
compliance with the South Carolina Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act.

AIKEN HORSE SHOW
SILENT AUCTION CONTRIBUTORS

Aiken County Farm Supply

Aiken Saddlery Inc.

Blanchard Equipment

Elena Bradford

Brook Ledge, Inc.

Larry and Pat Byers*

Dr. Elizabeth Carey

Brent Cline

Larry and Jocelyn Comegys*

Courtney Conger

Mrs. Alan L. Corey 111

Richard and Catherine Cram

Keith and Georgann Crawford*

Patricia Davies*

I. Martin Davis

Lydia del Rossi*

Emily Smith Show Jumping,
LLC

Equine Enterprises, LLC

Folly

Iris Freeman

Mrs. John T. Hamilton III

Kirk Henckels and Fernanda
Kellogg

Nancy and Fritz Henze

Hidden Treasures Sawmill and
Lumber

Robert and Jane Hottensen

Katheryn LeDonne

David and Gail King

Kevin Kisner

Louise Leguizamon

Sherry Lukens

M. Smart Custom Framing

Mr. and Mrs. Michael
M°Cormick

Linda Knox McLean

Erin Morris

Fred and Mary A. Mullis

Palmetto Golf Club

Steve and Mary Pearcy

Lorian Peralta-Ramos

Justin Pimsner

Pink Sorbet

Donna Postma

Progressive Show Jumping,
Inc.

Mrs. Conni Y. Purciarele

Perri Stilp

Todd Stilp

BUSINESS PARTNERS

BENEFACTOR $1,000
AgSouth Farm Credit, ACA
Aiken Equine & Associates, PA
Aiken Land Conservancy
Aiken Luxury Rentals

Aiken Rescue

AllStar Tents & Events

Birds and Butterflies

B&W Truck Parts

Cold Creek Nurseries

Dumpster Depot

Friends of the Animal Shelter
(FOTAS)

Suzy Haslup, Meybohm Realtors
Jones Heating and Air

Oh Schmidt Productions

Jack Roth, Carolina Real Estate
Company

SPCA Albrecht Center for Animal
Welfare

The Willcox

SPONSOR $500

Aiken Pest Control

Aiken Standard

Bella Magazine

Carriage House Inn

Tracey Kelsey, Equine
Photography

Livingston Insurance Agency, Inc.#

Josh Nicholson, Moose
Photography

Meg Timmerman Photography

SUPPORTER $250

6 to 9 PC Repair

Aiken Driving Club

Andrew Marine, Attorney at Law
Durban-Laird Insurance

Floyd and Green Jewelers

Lionel Smith, LTD

Park Stud Inc.

Quality Tree Service Inc.

Sand River Woman’s Club of Aiken,
Serrota Maddocks Evans, CPAs
The Aiken Golf Clun

USC Education Foundation

PARTNER $100

Aiken Veterinary Clinics, PA
Hutson-Etherredge Companies#
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OUR YEAR IN PICTURES




FOUNDATTION

P.O. Box 1702
Aiken, South Carolina 29802

CORPORATE SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSOR

Securi
Federatly Blanchard
Ranle EQUIPMENT

GOLD SPONSOR

WY parTLETT BRIDGESTONE /?E%%ES%TIEI

/_TREE EXPERTS  vour Journey,Our Passon REALESTAE /) 4 TEREEE

“A GATHERING PLACE"
'AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA

SCUNTIFIC TREF CARF GUNCT 1907

SILVER SPONSOR

AMIKEN S.uuu‘u! Y

graghr the e ke

Meybohm FINE
Floyd Green HOWELL PRIN! TING S R i o

AIKEN’S CROWN JEWELER

Deirdre Vaillancourt

York Cottage Antiques

O.A I servites

One of A Kind(# Tree Care Experts

Cover Photo: Fox squirrels thrive in a healthy Longleaf pine forest habitat. Their large size enables them to crack open Longleaf pine cones so they can eat
the seeds. Photo courtesy of Beth Maynor Finch.



