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Celebrating 10
Years
A community celebration of the
cultural and natural resources of
Hitchcock Woods.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018
At the Show Grounds in Hitchcock Woods

Photo credit: Beth Maynor Finch

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Patrick McMillan, Director of the SC Botanical Garden
For more information or to request a reservation send an e-mail to info@hitchcockwoods.org

GHOSTS AND SECRETS

The Hidden History of the Hitchcock Woods

BY PAM GLEASON

I

f you stand in the middle of the Hitchcock Woods on a quiet
day, you will hear the sounds of birds chirping and the wind
murmuring in the pines. You will notice something special, too:
the unspoiled calm of the forest. If you believe in such things,
you might also feel the spiritual presence of the people who
came there before you. This could give you visions of the
Bostwicks and the McKinneys training their steeplechasers on
the Ridge Mile Track, or of the Aiken Drag in all its early 20th
century glory, with green-coated riders sailing over immense
fences on the High Point Line. Listen carefully and you just
might hear their hoofbeats and the faraway voice of one of Mrs.
Hitchcock’s hounds.

Examples of
pottery found in
the Woods,
along with a
modern face jug
made by an
Edgefield potter.

The Hitchcock Woods is a place with ghosts and secrets. Some
of its history has been told in books and some of it can be found
in vintage photos held in Aiken’s museums and private collections. But a great deal is hidden and unexplored. There was more
that went on in the Woods than most people might realize, and
its history goes back thousands of years. There were colonists
who lived there in the 17th and 18th centuries, and before that,
the area was a hunting ground for Native American people. Although many details will probably remain secret forever, almost
everyone who passed through the Woods left some traces behind.
In an effort to uncover some of their stories, the Hitchcock
Woods Foundation commissioned two archaeologists, Carl
Steen and Bobby Southerlin, to conduct a complete archaeological survey of the Woods. Over the course of three years, they
worked with GIS maps and GPS devices to examine the entire
2,100 acres and identify the “cultural resources” of the Woods.
First, they divided the area into three sections. Then, in each
section, they dug small “shovel test” holes at 30-meter intervals.
If they found artifacts, they would explore further. If they did
not, they would move on. They also examined census records
and did extensive archival research. By the middle of 2017, they
had finished their survey and produced a 492-page summary of
their findings. They concluded that the Hitchcock Woods is an
excellent place for archaeologists, or anyone who is interested in
learning about the past.
“One of the most important things about the Hitchcock Woods
from an archaeological standpoint is that the area was never subjected to mechanized agriculture,” says Carl Steen, who is the
president of Diachronic Research in Columbia. “Before the Civil
War, the people who farmed the Hitchcock Woods would have
used a mule and a plow, which only disturbs the top layers of the

soil. Most other places that we go, the land has been plowed by
steam or gasoline powered equipment and pines have been
planted around the sites, which are far more disturbed.”
Because the Hitchcocks bought the land and made it into a forest
preserve in the first part of the 20th century, it has remained
relatively pristine up until today.
Some of the recent findings have national importance. For instance, the Charleston to Hamburg railroad, which was the longest railroad in the world when it was constructed in the 1830s,
ran directly through the Woods. While most of the track was
removed a long time ago (Cathedral Aisle is said to be the oldest
“rails-to-trails” site in the nation), large portions were discovered, essentially untouched.
“No human eyes have seen anything like it since the mid
1800s,” says Courtney Conger, who is a Trustee of the Hitchcock Woods Foundation and the chairman of the HWF’s Historic Preservation committee. “Everyone is very excited about it.”
In addition, the archaeologists found the remains of a brickmaking shop, a pre-Civil War pottery kiln, a secret moonshine
still from the Prohibition era, empty wine bottles with labels
from prestigious early 20th century European vineyards, fragments of ceramic tableware from grand Aiken Winter Colony
hotels, and Native American pottery and arrowheads (properly
called “tips”) dating back as far as 11,000 years. They also identified the site of an early 20th century mansion that was a replica
of the Henry Wadsworth Longfellow House in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The Hitchcocks bought this house and tore it down in
the late 1920s. Before they did, it was occupied by a mysterious
woman who was known as Baroness Adele Von Loesecke (this
may not have been her real name); a recluse who claimed, at one
point, that her butler was holding her hostage in the house.
“Our goal in doing this work is always to preserve and protect,”
says Mrs. Conger, who explains that a management plan is currently being created to decide how best to showcase and share
the hidden history of the Woods while protecting important sites
for posterity “We are delighted to have been able to identify
what is out there and to have a management plan for it.”
Although the Hitchcock Woods will never give up all its secrets,
many more of them will likely come to light in the future, along
with the stories of inhabitants from earlier eras, whose ghosts
may (or may not) contribute to the profound sense of history that
lingers in the shadows of the pines.

Carl Steen describes his archaeological
methods to a school group.

102ND AIKEN HORSE SHOW

March 31—April 2, 2017

T

he Hitchcock Woods Foundation would like
to congratulate the winners from the 102nd
Aiken Horse Show in the Woods, and give a
heartfelt thank you to the army of volunteers,
sponsors, and exhibitors who helped make “our
masters” a beautiful success. Special thanks to
the Easter Bunny for hiding Easter eggs on the
showgrounds to the delight of our youngest exhibitors and spectators, and for making a special appearance at the show to meet them!

Robert Abernathy
Shelly Marshall Schmidt
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HISTORY UNCOVERED
BY HOWARD WAYT

Original SCCRR Inclined Plane Railroad Tracks
found in the Woods, dating from 1830—1852

I

n April 2018, the SC Dept. of Natural Resources
(SCDNR) performed an initial excavation of the site of
19th century railroad tracks discovered in Hitchcock
Woods. Part of the original South Carolina Canal and Rail
Road Company (SCCRR) line from Charleston to Hamburg,
SC, completed in 1833, they are also part of the Inclined
Plane, a half-mile-long double-tracked slope with a stationary steam engine at the top which raised and lower cars between Horse Creek Valley and the plateau above. These
tracks pre-date iron rails: the rails are wood, with an Lshaped iron strap on top! The initial find was recently documented in the Journal of the Society for Industrial Archeology (SIA), and is beginning to receive national attention. The
significance of this find is extraordinary, and represents a
unique opportunity for the study of early industrial history
and railroading in particular.

An Inclined Plane similar to the one at Aiken.

The main area of excavation shown here uncovered two parallel tracks spanning
an area approximately 20 feet wide by 15 feet long.

A pully once used to
operate the Inclined Plane.

D ISPLAYS F EATURED AT THE
The archaeological discoveries related to the SCCRR in
Hitchcock Woods have just begun, and plans are already being considered for studies, surveys and excavations that could
continue for many years to come. The SIA article and others
recently published about this unique discovery, will be posted
on our new website, www.hitchcockwoods.org.

S EPTEMBER 21, 2018
Meet Howard Wayt, local historian
and railroad enthusiast, to learn
more about the railroad tracks discovered in Hitchcock Woods.

Closeup of iron strap on top of wooden rail.

Talk with Mark Pavlosky,
MPJ Wildlife Consulting, about the
Foundation’s efforts to restore the
federally endangered Red-cockaded
Woodpecker (RCW) in Hitchcock
Woods.
Meet Carl Steen, Diachronic
Research Foundation, and Sean
Taylor, SC Department of Natural
Resources Heritage Trust Program
Archaeologist, to see and learn
about artifacts and culturally significant sites found in Hitchcock
Woods.

Cross-section view of L-shaped strap
on top of wood rail. (wood is gone)

These photos are believed to be the only examples of
early wood-and-iron rail tracks in existence, and the
only intact example of an Inclined Plane from this
period in the world.

DID YOU KNOW?
The Hitchcock Family’s original and wonderful gift of land
did not come with an endowment.
By making a planned Legacy gift you can help sustain and
ensure the Foundation’s future work.
For more information about planned giving call
the Foundation office at 803.641.0528 or visit
www.hitchcockwoods.org

The Hitchcock Woods Foundation
would like to thank the
donors and volunteers
who make our work possible.
Visit www.hitchcockwoods.org
to view a donor listing in the
Foundation’s 2017 Annual Report.

P URCHASE A R AFFLE T ICKET
Benefiting the Hitchcock Woods Foundation

BLAZING SUSTAINABLE TRAILS

T

he Hitchcock Woods Foundation is working on redesigning
and rerouting trails that have exhibited chronic erosional
issues over the years. Historically, trails in the Woods were laid
out without any consideration for the elements of slope, hydrology and erosion. As a result, efforts to maintain some of them
have been time consuming and ineffective. Newly designed
trails are incorporating the elements of sustainable trail design,
so they are resilient and can be effectively maintained for the
enjoyment of our variety of Woods users.

Win a chance to attend the New Year’s Eve Gala at
The Inn on Biltmore Estate
A spectacular way to bid farewell to 2018, this event is
a truly grand and unforgettable experience.

December 30, 2018 – January 1, 2019
Your package includes:

 Guest room accommoda-  Gratuities for packaged
tions

meals, valet, bellman,
and housekeeping

 Chef’s Breakfast Buffet
in The Dining Room or
breakfast
delivered to your room
daily

 Midnight fireworks
(weather permitting) on
New Year’s Eve

 Black-Tie Gala**
 **Black-Tie Gala Includes:
 Late check-out 1 p.m. on
1/1/2019
 Pre and Post-VIP party
receptions
 Estate daytime admission valid for length of
 Five-course New Year’s
your stay

 Audio Guides to daytime visit to Biltmore
House


 Valet parking at The Inn 
 Complimentary estate

shuttle

service

Eve
Dinner with wine pairings
Live entertainment
Premium party favors
Open bar
Midnight toast

Tickets will be sold for $50.00 each
Winner to be announced at the
Festival of the Woods on 9.21.18
Winner need not be present to win
Tickets can be purchased by calling 803.642.0528
or visiting the Green House located at the
S. Boundary entrance
This package does not include lunches, December 30th
dinner and the Candle Light Christmas Event.

The new Tea Cottage to Ridge Mile Track Trail.

WOODS ADVISORIES
City Sewer Line Work in
Hitchcock Woods
The City of Aiken will continue
to conduct sanitary sewer line
rehabilitation work in Hitchcock
Woods in the coming weeks.
Specialized trucks and equipment
will be in and out of the forest as
this work progresses. Please pay
attention to trail closures posted
on our social media outlets and on Woods property. We appreciate everyone’s cooperation and patience.

Ecological Restoration Work Continues in
Hitchcock Woods
A forest stand improvement thinning will be conducted by the Foundation in the coming weeks;
meaning targeted trees and underbrush will be
removed in order to open up sunlight to the forest
floor. Visitors may notice heavy equipment activity along the north-central corridor of the forest.
Thinning is part of the overall Management Plan for the Woods.
Like prescribed burning, thinning (opening up the forest canopy) promotes forest health, enhances wildlife habitat, and is essential for restoring the Woods to its native longleaf ecosystem.
The upcoming operation is set to begin in September. Please pay
attention to trail closures both on our social media outlets as
well as on Woods property.
For more information please visit www.hitchcockwoods.org
and/or www.longleafalliance.org

WOODS EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
A Classroom for Adventurers of all Ages

Earth Day Aiken 2018
Hitchcock Woods Foundation staff and trustees conducted Earth Day morning guided tours of Hitchcock Woods, and exhibited
at the 2018 Earth Day Aiken event in the Alley in downtown Aiken. The tours marked the first time several Aiken residents
had stepped foot in the Woods! Others were surprised to learn what is involved in managing and protecting a forest like Hitchcock Woods. What did these tour participants have to say about their experience?
“My main take away is how fortunate we are to live somewhere with free access to such an amazing place”
“It takes a lot of work to protect our natural resources”

The Hitchcock Woods Foundation woods staff/
fire team hosted a prescribed burning
demonstration in Hitchcock Woods for a
workshop entitled “Fire and Longleaf,” held by
the Longleaf Alliance this spring. For more
information about prescribed burning and the
Longleaf Alliance visit www.goodfires.org or
www.longleafalliance.org.

Clemson Forestry students visited the Woods to learn
about Sandhill plant communities, longleaf pine
restoration, prescribed burning, and the
reintroduction of the RCW, with the help of past
Hitchcock Woods Forest Manager and current
SCDNR State Forester, Gary Burger, and Woods
Superintendent Bennett Tucker.

FEATURED FLORA
Sandhill Chaffhead, also known simply
as chaffhead or Carphephorus, is a
member of the Aster family. The first
word of the botanical name comes from
the Greek karphos, meaning something
light and dry, like chaff; and phorus,
which means bearing or carrying.
Bellidifolius is Latin for a plant that has
leaves like Bellis (English daisy).

A trek into Hitchcock Woods was part of the
curriculum for some lucky young campers this
summer.

The plant is fairly common in the western
part of the Woods, just north of the Chalk
Sandhill Chaffhead
Carphephorus bellidifolius Cliffs and along High Point Line during
August and September.

P.O. Box 1702
Aiken, SC 29802

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Patricia E. Corey, Chairman

Coming Soon . . . our new website!
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Ron and Dorie Brenneman,
Thank you for supporting the
Hitchcock Woods Foundation.
We wish you the best in your
retirement!

THE MISSION OF THE HITCHCOCK WOODS FOUNDATION IS TO:
Protect and preserve the Hitchcock Woods in a natural and ecologically healthy
state, maintain and manage historic and traditional equestrian and pedestrian uses,
and foster education and research on the history and resources of the Woods.

