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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2019 

At the Show Grounds in Hitchcock Woods 

A community celebration of the 

cultural and natural resources 

of Hitchcock Woods. 

6:00 p.m.~ 8:00 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: Dwayne Estes 

Executive Director for Southeastern Grasslands Initiative 

For information or to request a reservation send an e-mail to info@hitchcockwoods.org 



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019 

At the Show Grounds in Hitchcock Woods 

A community celebration of the cultural and 
natural resources of Hitchcock Woods 

Family  Day 

A Classroom for Adventurers of all Ages!  
Free admission ~ 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. ~ Cars enter at the South Boundary entrance   

Pack a lunch and picnic under the pines and enjoy Aiken Ice Cream 

Learning Stations include: 

 Hitchcock Woods Artifacts: see the relics found in the Woods 

 Archaeological Dig: participate in a simulated dig   

 History Uncovered: learn about the South’s first railroad tracks discovered in the Woods   

 The Red-cockaded Woodpeckers: learn about their reintroduction into the Woods 

 The Aiken Hounds Legacy:  meet the hounds and learn their heritage and traditions 

 Turtles in the Woods: see the box turtle and discover how and why they are tracked 

 Prescribed Burning in Hitchcock Woods: understand how fire plays a positive role in burning 

 Firewise Education Trailer: learn to be wise about fire in your community  

 The Longleaf Alliance: meet Burner Bob® the ambassador for prescribed burning 

 Brush/Wildland Trucks: Hitchcock Woods, Aiken Public Safety and SC Forestry Commission  

Inclement weather?  Call 803-642-0528 or visit us on        at HitchcockWoodsFoundation  



New Staff Member 
The oldest of three sisters, Karen 
Peters grew up in North Augusta. 
She attended Georgia Southern 
College and later transferred to 
the University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, where she was a mem-
ber of Zeta Tau Alpha women’s 
fraternity. 

Karen is married since 1982 to 
Aikenite Albert Henry Peters, III 

(Pete), who is known for his expertise on South Carolina 
history, in particular the Civil War. Together they are 
business owners for over thirty years of Oreck Vacuum 
Stores in Augusta, Columbia, Memphis and formerly 
Tampa. As Manager of the Augusta store her duties in-
cluded managing employees, sales inventory, orders and 
various routine reports and deposits. They are the proud 
parents of two sons and a daughter who for many years 
participated in the Aiken Horse Show. 

Karen is a charter member and past president of Winter-
brooke Women’s Club in Matthews, NC, past president of 
the Aiken Debutante Society, and former vice president of 
the Aiken Cotillion Club. She was a former advisor to 
ZTA at UNC-Charlotte and a charter Alumnae advisor to 
ZTA at USCA. She is a former member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Aiken Prep School where all three of her 
and Pete’s children graduated. 

She is currently a twenty-year member of Pine Needle 
Garden Club and a twenty year member and committee 
chair of the Aiken Women’s Heart Board, which to date 
has raised over $2,000,000 for the American Heart Asso-
ciation.  

Karen and Pete enjoy attending Clemson football games 
(where Pete and one of their sons graduated) and vaca-
tioning at Pawleys Island with family and friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) is a pine native to 
the Southeastern United States. It reaches a height of 
98 –115 feet and a diameter of 28 inches. The tree is a 
cultural symbol of the Southern United States, being 
the official state tree of Alabama and the unofficial 
state tree of North Carolina.   

The bark is thick, reddish-brown and scaly. The 
leaves are dark green and needle-like, occurring in 
bundles of three.    

The cones, both female seed cones (ovulate strobili) 
and male pollen cones (staminate strobili), are initiat-
ed during the growing season before buds 
emerge.  Male cones are 1.2 – 3.1 inches long and the 
female cones are yellow 6 - 9 inches long with a sharp, 
downward-pointing spine on the middle of each scale.  

The longleaf pine provides food and cover for wildlife, 
including the now-endangered red-cockaded wood-
pecker. Squirrels, quails, brown-headed nuthatches 
and turkeys eat the seeds. Longleaf pine takes 100 to 
150 years to become full size and may live to be 500 
years old.  

The photo above is one of the oldest and largest long-
leaf pines in the United States that can be found in 
Hitchcock Woods. Its age is estimated to be between 
300 - 400 years old. 

Longleaf Pine 
Pinus palustris  

Photo credit: Joanne C. Gunnell 

SAVE THE DATE 
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Woods Education  
Firewise in the Community  

Continuing from our last newsletter’s Woods Education; Anatomy of 
a Prescribed Burn to Protecting Your Home from Fire 
Is your home or property at risk? 

Wild fires are common in the western section of the country but can 

also occur in the southern regions. Homes, subdivisions and com-

munities can be victims of these fires as well. Most people are not 

prepared in case of fire. Be proactive and start with your home and 

property and have a prepared emergency plan in place. Many areas 

and neighborhoods are becoming “Firewise Communities.” Fire-

wise USA is a national program that will encourage solutions to 

prepare your community on the spread of fire.  

A key to protecting your home is creating defensible spaces around 

your home. This can help reduce the chance of fire. There are 3 R’s in creating a defensible space around your home;  

 Removal - eliminate entire species of at-risk plants (see next page Firewise Landscaping #2) 

 Reduction - pruning dead wood from shrubs and trees 

 Replace - use less flammable plants and insure good irrigation. Plant fire resistant plants and keep the landscaping 
within 10 -30 feet from your home well watered.  Early in the day is the best time to water. 

When mowing grasses be sure to rake up cuttings. Dead grasses and weeds become fuel for fire. Mow the lawn early in 

the day before the temperature rises. Never mow on a hot and windy day.  

Keep your roof and gutters clear of debris and over hanging limbs. Eliminate flammables such as propane tank, grills 

etc. from around the home. Its best to keep them stored away from your home. Never store combustible items under a 

deck. 

If you choose to burn your debris get to know the local ordinances and laws. 

Check with you local fire department for specific information. Know the 

weather conditions before you burn. Wind and humidity can be risk factors for 

fire spreading. A fuel break which is a cleared area around the burn to keep it 

from spreading should always be created. This is extremely important to in-

sure the fire doesn’t spread. This can be done with rakes, shovels or hoes. The 

break must be completely clear of any combustible debris. NEVER leave the 

fire unattended. 

Additional items to consider are: 

 when was the last rain 

 what are the atmospheric conditions 

 do I have the necessary tools to create a fire break 

 am I prepared in case of an out of control fire. Do I have an emergency 

plan to evacuate. Make sure the fire departments can access your prop-

erty easily by insuring your driveway and property are clearly marked. 

Creating defensible spaces of at least 100 feet around your home and making sure your fire resistant plants are well irri-

gated and free of dead debris can help prevent the loss of property and the spread of fire. 

Become a FIREWISE community by 

contacting wildfireprepday@nfpa.org. 

A Firewise community cleanup along a 

main street where overgrown grasses and 

other debris was removed to prevent 

feeding of a wildfire if one should occur. 

Photo credit: Joanne C. Gunnell 



Robert Abernathy 

Woods Education 
Firewise in the Community  

From the Roof to Foundation a Checklist to Make Your Home Safer 

 Clean roofs and gutters of dead leaves and debris that could catch embers 

 Replace or repair any loose or missing shingles or roof tiles to prevent  ember infiltration 

 Reduce embers that could pass through vents in the eaves by inserting 1/8” metal mesh screening 

 Clean debris from exterior attic vents and install 1/8” metal mesh screening to reduce embers 

 Repair or replace damaged or loose window screens and any broken windows 

 Screen or box-in areas below patios and decks with wire mesh to prevent debris and combustible materials from 

accumulating 

 Move any flammable material away from wall exteriors - mulch, flammable plants, leaves and needles, firewood 

piles - anything that can burn 

 Remove anything stored underneath decks or porches 

©NFPA   

Photo credit: NFPA 



S eymour H. Knox and his wife, Helen Northrup Knox first 

visited Aiken in 1924 following their honeymoon. They 

stayed at Rye Patch with his sister, Dorothy Knox Goodyear 

Rogers, who had moved to Aiken a few years before.  Shortly 

thereafter they built their own home, the Balcony, and became 

regular winter visitors to Aiken. 

Seymour was elected Trustee at the first meeting of the Hitch-

cock Foundation on October 3, 1939. He was elected President 

in 1957 (the title wasn’t called Chairman until later) and served 

in that capacity until 1979. He remained a trustee until 

his death in 1991. 

His wife Helen was 

elected trustee in 1957 

and served until her 

death in 1971. Helen 

Knox was also Master 

of the Aiken Drag 

(as it was called then) from 1932 until 1942 and hunted the hounds riding 

side-saddle. 

Their son, Northrup Knox, who attended Aiken Prep as a young man, was 

elected Trustee in 1960 and served until shortly before his death in 1998. 

Additionally he was Vice President/Vice Chairman of the Foundation 

from 1962 until 1994.   

His wife, Lucetta Crisp Knox, served as a Trustee from 1969 until shortly before her death in 2008. She was joint 

Master of the Aiken Hounds from 1956 to 1966. Their daughter, Linda Knox McLean, was elected to the board in 

1998 and continues to serve. She has been Master of the Aiken Hounds since 1995.  

Aiken History: The Foundation Celebrates 

The Knox Family 

Helen and Seymour Knox at Barton’s Pond. 

Hacking to the Woods, from left, Helen Knox, Seymour Knox, Seymour Knox III and Northrup Knox. 

Helen Knox 



103
rd

 Aiken Horse Show 

March 29 ~ 31, 2019  

                    Platinum Level                                      Gold Level 

Silver Level 

2019 Aiken Horse Show Corporate Sponsors  

Although the weather outside was chilly back in March, everyone had 

a wonderful time at the 103rd Aiken Horse Show. With a record num-

ber of exhibitors and an outstanding group from the costume class, this 

long time tradition in the Woods was another great event. 

Spectators and exhibitors traveled from Canada, Minnesota, New 

York, and Florida—just to name a few—and enjoyed a great show. 

The Foundation added something exciting this year for equestrians: an 

opportunity for riders to school their horses in the show ring on the 

Monday following the show. If you missed 

the opportunity this year, be sure to sign up 

for next year. 

Mark you calendars for next years show 

scheduled for April 3, 4 and 5, 2020. Hope 

to see you there! 

A listing of the winners of the show can be 

viewed on our website at, 

www.aikenhorseshow.org. 



Board of Trustees 

Patricia E. Corey, Chairman 

I. Lehr Brisbin, Ph.D.  

Larry E. Byers  

Dr. Elizabeth Carey 

Courtney W. Conger 

Nancy C. Francis  

William M. Hitchcock  

Jane Hottensen 

Anne B. Kiser 

Lucy M. Knowles  

Dana S. Massey 

Linda Knox McLean 

Sara E. McNeil 

Joanna Dunn Samson 

Harry E. Shealy, Jr., Ph.D. 

Timothy W. Simmons 

Randolph A. Wolcott 

Sara S. Wood 
 

Trustees Emeriti  

Iris W. Freeman 

Gail B. King 

 
 

Staff 
 

W. Bennett Tucker 
Woods Superintendent 

 
Joanne C. Gunnell 

Foundation Administrator 
 

Karen Peters 
Administrative Assistant 

 
Mike A. Grabowski 
Woods Technician 

 
Frank Morelli 

Woods Technician 
 

Susan M. Kilgo 
Finance Administrator 

P.O. Box 1702 
Aiken, SC 29802 

The Mission of the Hitchcock Woods Foundation is to: 

Protect and preserve the Hitchcock Woods in a natural and ecologically healthy state, 
maintain and manage historic and traditional equestrian and pedestrian uses, and foster 

education and research on the history and resources of the Woods. 

Thank you Folly for  

selling Hitchcock Woods merchandise. 

Support the Woods . . . shop Folly! 

116 Laurens Street SW   

Aiken, South Carolina 29801 

(803) 226-0550  

Did You Know? 

The Hitchcock family’s original gift of  

land did not come with an endowment.   

By making a Legacy gift, you can help 

sustain and ensure the Foundation’s 

future work.   

For information about planned giving 

please call the Foundation office at 

803-642-0528 or visit 

www.hitchcockwoods.org 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hitchcock Woods Foundation 

thanks the donors who make our 

work possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When you make a donation to the Founda-

tion, we are happy at your request to list 

you as “Anonymous” in our annual report.  

However, please include your name when 

you make the donation so we can update 

your record in the database. Thank you!  
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