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Guitarist and singer, 

Gavin Reily   

Bennett Tucker, Superintendent of Hitchcock 

Woods, guest speaker, Dr. Dwayne Estes, 

Executive Director for the Southeastern 

Grasslands Initiative and Dr. Harry Shealy, Jr. 

Foundation Trustee.  

T he 2019 F    W  is now a wonderful memory.  

The Foundation would like to thank our volunteers, sponsors 

and friends who made the evening possible and a great success! 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 

As the caption reads to the right, the evening was a community cele-

bration of the natural resources of Hitchcock Woods, celebrated with 

good friends, sweet music and good wine.  It was an enjoyable even-

ing. 

With a shortened itinerary, the reviews were welcoming and our 

speaker Dr. Dwayne Estes was outstanding. We could have listened 

for another forty-five minutes as he spoke about the Southeastern 

Grasslands Initiative and the work that is being done to save the 

grasslands. 

Watch our social media for the date of the 2020 Festival of the 

Woods. 

September 2019 Festival of the Woods 

Twilight drops her curtain down and pins it with a star. ~ Lucy Maud Montgomery  

Photo courtesy of Bill Tucker 
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Shelly Marshall Schmidt 

Chuck Pexa, Judy McConnell, 

Carol Pexa and Chuck McConnell Jocelyn and Larry Comegys 

Richard and Michele Harmon  
Beth Hall, Eileen Wilkinson and 

Jody Boles 
Terry and John Lindsay 

Scott and Meg Ferguson 

Volunteers, Bryan Pittman and 

Mark Blades 
Volunteers, Jan and Rich 

Waugh and Edna Mills 
Toni Jerome and Keith Crawford 

Carl and Linda Strojan 
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A community celebration 
of the cultural and natural 
resources of Hitchcock 

O  S  
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On Saturday, September 21, the Festival of the Woods continued with 

Family Day. The gate opened at 11:00 a.m. and the event was free to the 

public. Vehicles were allowed to drive to the horse show ring where the 

learning stations were setup to greet them. Many participants packed a 

lunch and picnicked under the pines.  Aiken Ice Cream completed their 

meal.  It truly was a classroom in the woods for adventurers of all ages. 

Family Day was a success because we all came together in the beginning, 
we worked together through the progress and together we achieved suc-

cessΗ Thank youΦ  

§ Carl Steen, the lead archaeologist for the Woods Cultural Resources 
Survey from the Diachronic Research Foundation. 

§ Bobby Sutherlin, from the Archaeological Consultants of the Caroli-
nas. 

§ Tim Mettlen, from the SC Dept of Health and Environmental Control 

§ Chris Moore, from the Savannah River Archaeological Research Pro-
gram. 

§ Jessica Phillips, Outreach coordinator, Savannah River Archaeological 
Research Program. 

§ Howard Wayt, our local historian and railroad enthusiast. 

§ Mark Pavlosky, from MPJ Wildlife Consulting. 

§ Wendy Gutfarb, Aiken Hounds and Larry Byers, Trustee and Master of 
the Aiken Hounds. 

§ Dr. Lehr Brisbin, Trustee from the Savannah River Ecology Lab. 

§ Drake Carroll, SC Forestry Commission, State Firewise and Preven-
tion Coordinator. 

§ Andy Johnson, SC Forestry Commission 

§ Karen Brown, Technical Assistance and Training Specialist from The 
Longleaf Alliance 

§ Chris Hobson and Jenna Rooker from the US Forestry Service - SRS. 

§ Lisa Lord, SC Field Project Coordinator and Savannah River Water-
shed Project Director, for the Longleaf Alliance 

§ Brendon Spears as Burner Bob the ambassador for prescribed burning 
from The Longleaf Alliance 

§ Savannah Hulon and Will Britt From SCDNR 
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First Presbyterian Kindergarten class and Bennett Tucker, 

Woods Superintendent, pose for their annual picture after 

completing a tour and learning bout the Woods. 

Woods Superintendent Bennett Tucker explains to young 

conservationists about the variety of tress in the Woods by 

identifying their barks and branches.  

The Hitchcock Woods Foundation is delighted to partner with the Aiken Girl Scouts and the Aiken Land Conservancy 

(ALC) in providing a day for the Girl Scouts in the Woods. The girls can choose whether to complete the ALC Young 

Conservationist program or to earn the Girl Scout environmental conservation/Eco badge appropriate to their age level. 

The event is going to take place on Saturday, May 9, 2020. Between 80-100 Girl Scouts, age levels includes kindergar-

ten up through 12th grade will have the opportunity to learn from female subject matter experts in their field of forestry, 

biologists and master naturalists. 

 

The Hitchcock Woods Foundation is pleased to be a partner in this worth-while event for young women to appreciate 

and explore the outdoors in Hitchcock Woods! 
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WANTED 
No experience necessary, bring eye protection, 

gloves, trimming loppers or pruning clippers and 

a bottle of water.   

Axe Club.  A hard working group of volunteers 

from the Hitchcock Woods staff, the Aiken 

Hounds staff and volunteers. Responsible for 

brushing the �³Aikens�´��(drag line jumps) to get the 
jumps freshened up for the drag hunting season.  

We are thankful to the leadership/staff of the Aiken 
Hounds as well for their support, refreshments and 
guidance, and the Hitchcock Woods staff. Fifty-five jumps 
were completed between October 22 through November 

18. The Axe Club has done a great job!  

Thank you 
Axe Club volunteers and  
Blanchard equipment! 


