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As I reflect on the past year in the midst of the global pandemic, I find myself in awe that
we live in such an amazing community, which came together with great fortitude during a
difficult and challenging time.

Our staff, Board of Trustees and volunteers are no exception. Because of their dedication
and hard work, when everything seemed to be silenced and come to a standstill due to this
virus, there was one place in downtown Aiken that never slowed down, never closed and
was open and available to all to visit and enjoy its lush, beautiful woodland and peaceful
solitude...The Hitchcock Woods. The number of visitors to the Woods actually increased
significantly, but with 70 miles of trails in more than 2000 acres, social distancing isn’t an

issue.

osity.

Keeping the Woods open and available to the community during this challenging time was

PATRICIA E. COREY 7= CHAIRMAN

Pat Corey moved to Aiken in
The Foundation is also profoundly grateful to the generous and supportive donors and spon- /983 Patwas instrumental in
. . . .. . . the drafting and passing of the
sors of the Woods .who.made our continuous operations possible. Their glfts given durmg Q& Jiken Historic Preservation
distinctly challenging time allowed this magnificent urban forest to be available as a healing  Ordinance and served as

sanctuary to so many who needed it. This would not have been possible without their gener- ~ ¢hairman of the I" Historic

Preservation Commission.
Pat has served as a Trustee
for over twenty years.

indeed a priority for the Foundation, but it is important to emphasize that it is a direct result of the dedication, hard
work and generosity of all who are involved. There is so much that happens “behind the scenes” for this forest to ex-
ist and to operate as smoothly as it does. To highlight just a few:

Indeed 2020 has been a year of challenges, change and uncer-
tainty. 2021 is still an unknown, but the Foundation will en-
deavor to continue to do its work regardless and to explore new
opportunities, educational and otherwise, to ensure the
Hitchcock Woods is and remains to be a cornerstone of our
community.

The ongoing damage from the stormwater discharge continues to be our highest priority. Last year I shared
with you that the Hitchcock Woods and the City of Aiken came together after sixty years to be part of a shared
solution to significantly curtail the stormwater damage. I am pleased to say that work with the City of Aiken
continued throughout the year, and we are on the brink of finally making that goal a reality.

The Hitchcock Woods provides a habitat for over 160 different species of plants and animals, a habitat that
does not cease to exist because of a virus. Our Forest Management Team worked tirelessly to continue restor-
ing and maintaining the ecological integrity and balance of the forest as well as ensuring the safety of the com-
munity through careful planning, observation, prescribed burning and selective thinning.

Red-cockaded woodpeckers, which are on the federally endangered list, are thriving in Hitchcock Woods and
our bluebird fledgling population is one of the greatest in the state thanks to our Wildlife Team’s continued
dedication and careful monitoring.

Ongoing maintenance and rehabilitation of miles and miles of trails by our Woods staff this year provided con-
tinued safe, sustainable and beautiful paths for pedestrians and equestrians to explore the Woods.

The Foundation continues to work with the Department of Natural Resources to preserve and protect the latest
archeological discovery in the Woods, artifacts of the railroad that ran between Charleston and Hamburg da-
ting back to 1833 and never before seen in the U.S. or the world. The Foundation is also working with the
Best Friends of the Railroad to have these artifacts certified by the National Register of Historic Places. We
also continue to work on the preservation, monitoring and cataloging of our 35 other archeological sites dating
back to prehistoric times.

Our Administrative staff is the glue that keeps the Foun-
dation organized and moving forward.

Every member of our team is a steward of Hitchcock
Woods, dedicated to protecting and preserving this ex-
ceptional resource in ways too numerous to list.

Photo credit: Joanne C. Gunnell



W. BENNETT TUCKER %

Sunlight glistening off long needled pines scattered across an open landscape, a breeze caus-
ing the wire grass and broomsedge to dance. . . the call of the eastern bluebird in spring fol-
lowed by the “sputter” and “seep” calls of a Red-cockaded woodpecker working amongst
the tree canopy in the morning sun. . . the flaking bark of a longleaf pine drifting in the wind
from an eastern fox squirrel scurrying up a tree. This is the landscape that has welcomed
early visitors to Aiken, SC since the 1830s.

With the construction of the Charleston to Hamburg, SC rail line in the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury, Aiken emerged as a “healing place” for diseases such as tuberculosis and malaria
bringing an abundance of visitors seeking a healthier place to settle. Because of this, Aiken

. . X . Bennett Tucker was hired as
became the prominent winter colony of SC around the late nineteenth century. Amazingly,  Wwoods Superintendent in June

185 years after Aiken’s founding, the same forested landscape and longleaf pine scented air 2006. His certification in

firefighting and first respond-
er training strengthens our

Over the course of the last year we were quite busy. We had a great fall season in 2019, cel- #réscribed burn program and
enhances our ability to work

ebrating the Festival of the Woods with Dr. Dwayne Estes, the director of the Southeastern it public agencies in emer-
Grasslands Initiative, and visiting with friends. Our 2019 Festival Family Fun Day was a gency response.

success, and we are thankful for our friends and partners who helped us make that event

happen.

has been our “healing place”, refuge and sanctuary during a modern pandemic.

Also, in September 2019, eight of our Hitchcock Woods Foundation Prescribed Fire Team members/volunteers
travelled to Newberry, SC for the 2019 South Carolina Prescribed Fire Council annual meeting. The highlight of
the meeting was that [ was presented the 2019 South Carolina Prescribed Fire Manager of the Year award for
“Excellence in Prescribed Fire Management and Advocacy.” This award was an extreme surprise and such an
honor.

In November, we translocated 2 more pair of Red-cockaded woodpeckers from the Francis Marion National Forest
to Hitchcock Woods to help boost the population in the Woods. Currently, after the 2020 spring nesting season, we
have 8 active Red-cockaded woodpecker clusters and around 45 RCWs on the landscape in Hitchcock Woods.

Our dedicated Axe Club volunteers really shined this year in helping us prepare for the 2019-2020 Aiken Hounds
drag hunting season. We are thankful for every member who came out to help with that last fall. Once we started
the new year, our prescribed burning season commenced, and we were able to conduct prescribed burns on 570
acres this year to reduce the wildfire threat and to help promote groundcover restoration for the benefit of wildlife
habitat management.

Last winter our woods resource stewards, Mr. Mike Grabowski and Mr. Frank Morelli, attended the Longleaf Alli-
ance’s Longleaf 101 class in the South Carolina Lowcountry. The class covers “all things longleaf” from the histo-
ry and growing of longleaf, to stand dynamics and ground cover restoration. It is an intense class and they learned a
great deal in a short amount of time; they have been able to apply their new knowledge in their stewardship of the
Woods.

In the early spring, our lives all began to be impacted by
the novel coronavirus. Despite not being able to have the
annual spring Aiken Horse Show, we made changes to
our operations, adjusted our schedules to help be stewards
of the forest and of our visitors, and we safely welcomed
many during the spring and summer who just needed a
“forest break.”

We press on with our work and stewardship of this forest
for the benefit of all in this community. I want to thank
our resource stewards, Mike and Frank, for their service
to the Foundation. Much gratitude also to our supporters
and volunteers because without you, our work and care
would not be possible.

Let us march on with the spirit of the longleaf pine...
tough, resilient and long-lived.

As always, I'll see you in the woods!
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The Hitchcock Woods Foundation works very hard to ensure that our donor information is listed correctly, however,
occasional mistakes do occur. Please contact the Foundation office at 803.642.0528 with any questions or corrections.
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Eric Grande

Mary Greene

Ron and Barbara Gregory
Lynda Schewe Gries

David and Catherine Griffin#*

Peter Grover

Elke E. Haas

Mr. John Haddon*

Katharine Grahame Haight

Mrs. John T. Hamilton I1I#

Mr. and Mrs. James E.
Hammond#*

Frank and Susan Hanna

Janet and Dennis Harkins#*

Martha Healy

Robert and Caroline Hedrick

Thomas and Nancy Hill

Gayle Hoel

Charlotte and Jim Holly#*

Dr. Judith Hoover

Danny Houck

Neil and Ginny Howard

Tristan Hurley

Bonnie Ideal#

Sally Lord Ike

Rachel Inabinet

Rich and Linda Izard#

Doris Johnson#

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Johnson

Wade and Gayle Jones*

Priscilla Jordan

Julie Martin Real Estate

Jim and Janet Kabel

Bonny Kania

Allison Kaplan Fink

David and Jane Keisler

Lindsay Kelly

Gibert and Pamela Kennedy

Elizabeth F. Kibler

George and Nancy Kierspe#*

Mark Kingsley

Kyle Kipnis#

Patricia Kirk and Patrick Brennan

Susanne A. Kneece

Glenn and Jean Knowles#*

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kucharski

Nicholas Kuehn

Whitney Kurland

Peter and Debbie LaBerge*

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lacher#

Nancy Lambert

Ann E. Lawhorne and
David Lamey

John Lamprecht

Lila Lanier

Susan Leith

Gardelle Lewis

Bob and Gale Littlewood#

Robert E. Lofgren, DMD

James and Rebecca Lorraine

Mrs. Helen R. Marine

Elizabeth Martin

Mary Frances Martin-Falanga

Martha Stokley

Andrew Mathe

Carol Mayo



HitcHcock Wo0o0DS FOUNDATION CONTRIBUTORS

Peter C. McCormick
Sally McCreery
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph McCrosson
Zack and Marsy McFerren
Robert and Betty Meadows#
Deirdre Stoker Vaillancourt

Meybohm Realtors*
Susanne K. Meyer
Larry and Kathy Milner#*
Larry and Ann Mitchell#
Mrs. William G. Mitsch, Jr.#*
Lynn Mullins#
Michael Murphy and

Sergio Terrazzini
Helen Naylor
Barbara Nelson
Rebecca T. Newell, MD#
Sherrill Norton
Carol K. O'Donnell
Jim and Mary O'Hara#*
David O. Oleson
Kay Oppenheimer
Debbie Parker
Laura Parks
John and Carole Paveglio#*
Cecilia Pellegrino*
David C. Penix
Leslee Peth
Ray and Christine Phifer
The Philipp Anderson Family
Pine Needle Garden Club
Martha Ponder*

Mrs. Conni Y. Purciarele#*
Kimberlie Ray

Rick and Christine Reichel#*
James and Deborah Rhodes
Thomas Rice

Ernst and Ulla Ringle
Pamela A. Robinson#*
John J. and Nancy Rogers
John Rood

Joyce P. Ross#

Margaret Ross

Gil and Jane Anne Royal#*
Carol Ryder#*

James and Suzanne Saine
Greg and Susan Sandomirsky
Paul and Beth Sauerborn*
William and Scarlett Schall
Elizabeth G. Schappell
Mrs. Russell E. Schurtz*
Jerry and Amy Shumpert
Jann Smith

Lionel and Dorothy Smith
Norvel L. Smith

John Smoak

Al and Cindy Snell

Susan Sorenyi-Sander

Dr. Joseph D. Spencer#*
Gerald and Judith St. Louis
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Stanton
Gary and Helen Stapleton
Lucy Stec

Michael Stern

OPERATING INCOME

5%

10%

B Programms *

m Annual Fund
Special Events

m Other Contributions

m Grants

* Aiken Horse Show and Festival of the Woods

Angel Award: The Hitchcock Woods Foundation is the proud recipient of the Angel Award by the SC Secretary of State, for
exemplifying efficient and effective nonprofit charitable work. To be selected as an Angel, the charity must have devoted 80 percent or
more of its total expenditures to charitable programs; the charity must have been in existence for three or more years; the charity must
make good use of volunteer services; the charity must receive minimal funding from grants; and the charity must be in compliance with
the South Carolina Solicitation of Charitable Funds Act.

Dr. and Mrs. Shane Stewart*

Brian Supan

Gregory and Betsy Szymski

Mary E. Taie

Kevin and Karen Tempel

Judith and Christina Thompson

Rickie and Pamela Thornton#*

Lucy Tower

Bill and Halley Townsend

Joanna Truedsson

Jim and Laurie Underwood#

Michael R. Van Every and
Elizabeth Campbell#

Meredith Van Pelt

Mark and Mary Vargo

Clayton F. Vaughters

Chris and Carol Verenes

Vernon and Catherine Jones

Lana Volk

Mackie J. and Frieda L. Walker

Nannie von Stade Ward#*

William and Lynn Ward

Bernard and Betsey Warren

James and Mary Watts

Leo and Sylvia Watts

Juerg and Lynne Weber

Paul and Terry Weinle#*

Michael and Deborah Wetzel

Ross and Crista Wieringa

Ann Willbrand#

Will and Ellen Williams

Barbara Wilson*

Mary S. Wilson

Lois Wind

Bill and Marilyn Winn*
Judy Yancey

Anna W. Zouck#*

OPERATING EXPENSES

B Programs *

B Woods Maintenance
General Management

W Special Events

m Utilities



Hitchcock Woods is open and welcoming visitors today only because of you and your most generous donations

graciously given to help preserve this forest. . .a peaceful and healing sanctuary inviting all to escape the stress,

anxiety and vulnerability we may be feeling.
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